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Mother Russia’s

children return
Adoptees visit birthplace with U.S. parents

sy Karny LauLy
IN MOSCOW

asha left as a 6-month-
old Russian

hospitalized

blnh,baseﬂryanﬂaw
of ailments. This sum-
mer she returned for a yisit, a
spunky sports-playing 10-year-
old now named Emily, as Ameri-
can ag can be, down to the pink

polish on her toenails.
Nicholi, now 12, went to his US.

time he was 10 months old. He
returned 8s a lively seventh-
grader with top marks back home
in Norman, Okla.

The two youngsters and their
mothers traveled to Russia in July
2g part of a group of 15 families
who wanted their adopted chil
dren to see and feel the country
where they were born, a place they
had been told about all their lives
but didn't really know and couldn’t
quite imagine. They winted them
to know who they are,

The parents were mindfol of
how much had changed here
gince their original visits, when
Amedeamwmadopﬂmlnluu
numbers. Russia has turned in-
creasingly cantankerons toward
the United States, accusing Amer-
icans of abusing their children,
On Jan, 1, Russia forbade further
adoptions by Americans.

1fthe families feared anystand-
offishness, they needn‘t have wor-
ried. The Kremlin Hne may be
peevish, but ordinary people, doc-
tors, nurses and baby-home direc-
tors mot them with curiosity and
kindness, Nicholl — konown as

city where her diughter was born,
“Ihe cornerstone of the whole

: iy
invested the most hopein and had
the most worry about. And it was

Tovely®
The trip was arranged by the
Ties Program, part of a Wisconsin

compeny ﬂu;tapnhu
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Frisco, Tex., to retura to “where we became
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The adopted children and their parents pose for a photo during a visit te Peterhof Palace while touring St. Russia.

Odessa.
researcher to trace relatives of Nicholl, left, and Victorla, far right.

the buildup;” Liles said. “We went

to the where

being cared for when 1 ]
her"”

when told that deaths and abuse

' Liles said. "It was what I
hoped for — for my daughter 1o be
embraced the

uxedhrhﬂwloanm
her picture taken at
mammmww = In front

of a statue of a baby emerging
from u cabbage, They visited the
courthouse where Emily likes to
say Liles had pledged to be her
mother forever.

When Nicky left his brothers,
the eldest one took an Orthodox
cross from around his neck and
put it on Nicky. Back home in
Oklahoma, he is wearing it still.

*“T want the people of Russia to
know we've taken good care of
their children”® Bacher said
“They've been i gift to us — such
good children.”
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